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CHARLES G. DAVIS 
Retired Naval Architect!s Models Record History of Sailing Craft 
by Anne Klein 


To the ship-modeler, yachtsman or historian, to anyone who is shipminded, in fact, 
wherever there is a sailing vessel, the name of Charles G, Davis is not only familiar, 
but carries a profound respect, 

Starting as a naval architect student under William Gardner, designer of the 
America's cup defender, VANITIE, New York, Mr. Davis has led an interesting and active 
life, From sailing around Cape Horn in the JAMES A, WRIGHT, an 880 ton bark, in 1892 
to one time editor of the Rudder Magazine and Motor Boating, writing several fine books 


and numerous articles, supervising naval construction during the war and making some of 
the finest known models of famous ships. 

His father was a clerk to Admiral Farragut, and so young Charlie was born with the 
salt tang of the sea in his blood, Now at 82 years, after a lifetime of "messing around 
with boats" in one way or other, you can still find him splicing a miniature rope or 
hollowing out a small wooden sail that makes his models so noteworthy. The basis of 
his real interest in ship modeling stems from when he was 5 years old and made little 
boats from the wood of picket fences, getting the details from his father. 

Today his exquisitely-built models are the prized possessions of many museums 
around the country. Hundreds of hours of the most painstaking research and work has 
gone into the construction of each model, which is authentic in every detail of design, 
equipment and rigging. There's no false bottoms, for even the hidden construction is 
correct. Mr. Davis makes little figures which impart life to the models, The rigging 
ropes have a twist or "lay" which is always visible and are spliced like the originals. 
He uses the same process in building his models that is used when building the original 
ship. 

1800 hours! work is represented in the model of the CONSTITUTION now at the Frank- 
lin Institute, Philadelphia, This was built on 3/16th inch scale piece by piece. 

The model of the 32=gun frigate RALEIGH 1/4 inch scale, one of the first 13 men- 
of-war in the American Navy 1776, was built from plans obtained from the British-Admir- - 
alty. The RALEIGH had been captured by the British, "I reminded them that I had built 
those subchasers for them and got the information I wanted," says Davis, It took 1102 
hours to make the RALEIGH, which gives you an idea how fine the detail is, = ropes, 
knots, belaying pins, etc,., are entirely made by hand. 

The two models at the Mystic Museum are the SEA WITCH and a model of a Black Ball 
Packet Ship, both priced at $2,000. The others are the whaler= SUNBEAM, $1,000. ~ the 

@Becxet HELENA= $1,000, - the YOUNG AMERICA- $1,500. The ANN McKIM and ship CAMEO - 
both at $500, Mr. Davis would welcome the sale of at least one of these models. He is 
past 80 and his income is at a standstill, It seems a pity that in his last years he 
should be so forgotten and uncomfortable, when he has still so much to offer in his 
wonderful models, and his wealth of material and unpublished manuscripts, NOTE: For 
further information, please write Mrs. Anne Klein, 18-30 55th Ave., Jamaica,2, Ne. Ye 
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NATIONAL MARITIME DAY 


On May 22nd, the Nation honors the merchant marine by participation in National 
Maritime Day. To the members of the Guild, the heritage of the sailing merchant 
marine means much. After the young nation divorced its destinies from the old world, 
it was by the valor and sagacity of Yankee sailors and stout ships that we first re- 
ceived recognition on the sea. In the twentieth century, the importance of sea power 
is still dominant in international affairs as it was in the era of clipper sail when 
the creations of Donald McKay and Isaac Webb raced world cargoes to our ports. 

Today, national survival is vitally dependent on sea power, not so much in terms 
of naval tonnage, but in logistical support to the Armed Forces, In the post war era 
the objectives of our national policies for the merchant marine have been sound, but 
Americans have failed to understand the importance of sea power as vital to our com= 
merce and our national existence, Each member of the Guild can participate in the 
preservation of our merchant marine through our organization in its program of nauti- 
cal historical research, realizing of course that in the era of sail, the foundations 
of modern sea power were laid, As Guild members, we should encourage interest in the 
heritage of the merchant marine and the modern implications. 

Willis L. Nye 


MARITIME DAY 
and 
Charles G. Davis 


"Ship Models and How to Build Them" 

"Ship Model Builders Assistant" 

"Ships of the Past" 

"Shipping and Craft in Silhouette" 

"The Built-Up Ship Model" @& 


These famous books are entries in the Log of Charles G. Davis. These books 
settle many problems wherever ship modelers gather. We do not know if Mr, Davis held 
a master's ticket in steam, but we do know that he held a master's ticket in miniature 
sail, 

There is one way we can observe Maritime Day and that is to send Mr. Davis a 
personal greeting card (with no mention of the Guild) which will in a small way show 
our appreciation of his untiring effort to record for us and others the glorious days 
of Sail. And another way to observe this day is to bring to the attention of recog- 
nized authorities and institutions that the models of famous merchant ships made by 
Mr. Davis are for sale, Address your greeting card to-- 23 Dunwood Road, Manor Haven, 
Port Washington, L. I. 


Harry D. Hamilton 


"Inland Seas" 
Quarterly Bulletin of the Great Lakes Historical Society 


Last month we introduced the Cleveland Public Library to our members 
did not kno» the pleasant surprise in store for us. The Inland Seas is the Bulletin 
of the Great Lakes Historical Society, an organization sponsored by the Cleveland 
Public Bibrary. The Winter-1950 Great Lakes Bulletin, size 7" x 10", 70 pages, is 
beautifully illustrated with 15 half tones and it is an effort of which they may be 
well proud. We received a fine letter from Donna L. Root, Managing Director. It is 
satisfying to know of such an organization-- We, who have been unable to get informa- 
tion regarding the Days of Sail on the Great Lakes will enjoy a personal association 
with this famous society and institution. (Price 45.00) 


We give here in part table of contents for this issue, @ 
The Ghost Port of Milan and a Druid Moon Johnson's Port Hole Navigation 
Early Navigation along the Saginaw John Wilson Murray and the Johnson's 
Fall Sailing on the Lakes Island Plot 
The Location of British Ft. Sandusky Recollections of the Great Lakes - 
The Great Lakes - 1850 to 1861 1874-194) Part VIII 


The Great Lakes in Niles National Register 


VOLUME III APRIL 1951 NUMBER us 


Ship NIGHTINGALE 
By Winston Langdon 


Back a hundred years or so there were gold rushes here and gold rushes there. 
The Britons had money to entertain with a World's Fair in London and the Yankees 
thought it fitting to build an extravagantly luxurious ship to carry passengers to 
see it. In fact, she was to be an exhibit in the Thames of American shipbuilding 
"know how", Sam Hanscomb laid the keel in Portsmouth, N.H., about the time the 
Swedish golden voice of Jenny Lind was enthralling American throngs. Excellent in- 
deed, her voice was likened to a Nightingale and the enthusiastic promotors had a 
likeness of the famous singer as a figurehead for the new ship that was christened 
NIGHTINGALE, Launched June 16th, 1851, she did not make the intended visit to London. 
Her initial expense ruined the intending owners and a lovely ship, finished like a 
yacht, became the property of Sampson and Toppan for a mere seventy-five thousand 
doll ars. 

Australia| A magic word. A name to conjure with. Gold at the grass roots, 
Riches beyond the dreams of avarice. An unbelievable El Dorado{ Heeding the call, 
NIGHTINGALE was the first flyer to get away from Boston. Captain Fiske was ninety 
days dovm to Melbourne. Immediate success was not achieved and her next long passage 
from Shanghai to London added little promise. The best passage of the year '52 was 
110 days and yet Fiske was unhappy and left her. 

Samuel W. Mather was in command on the next voyage to China and set a then 
record of 72 days from Anjier but the homeward passage with tea was not exceptional; 
he arrived at Deal November 28th (I made it myself in 112 days), In 185) Mather and 
the songstress really hit the high seas to set then another record for the passage 
New York to Melbourne in 75 days pilot to pilot. ‘She, with other Americans, had be- 
come a factor - disturbing the British in the tea trade, now she was-carrying the 
mails ° 

It was in 1855 that NIGHTINGALE and Mather made the passage Shanghai to London 
which Cutler records as 91 days pilot to pilot. With this she entered the hall of 
imperishable fame. Glory in brief, Financial hard times arrive, Political trends 
foreshadow disunion. Less and less is the demand for speed in vessels. We find 
Captain Peterson in command, clearing from Boston on December 27th, 1859, he takes 
148 days to arrive at San Francisco. Only a short while back her owners had been 
willing to bet ten thousand sterling on her ability in the China tea trade; now, who 
cares. Who, indeed, recalls the famed day in which she ran 336 miles while distin- 
guishing herself in the English tea trade. 

Sold to the Brazilians, NIGHTINGALE for two, perhaps three, years provides 
transportation for unwilling colored passengers; she who had been intended to carry 
the elite of society now dealt in human chattels. The notorious Captain Bowen, how- 
ever, lost her in April, 1861, when the American cruiser SARATOGA surprised him while 
loading black ivory at Kabenda, Sent stateside as a prize NIGHTINGALE is said to have 
become an armed cruiser, I do not know that she distinguished herself, Most likely 
it was some dull dreary blockade duty. After the war, NIGHTINGALE is back in the 
California and China trade. ‘She must have been a well built vessel or perhaps the 
eg were good to her for her life, above 40 years, is ended “Abandoned at 
sea 1693", 

References — NIGHTINGALE, 1066 tons (722 net) 185 x 36 x 20. Built 1851 by 
Samuel Hansconb,Jr., at Portsmouth, N.H. Sampson and Tappan, first owners. 

References = Cutler="Greyhounds of the Sea'} Lubbock-"The China Clippers", 
Lubbock="Coolie Ships and Oil Sailers". "Greyhounds of the Sea" has the body, sheer 
and half breadth plans of the NIGHTINGALE. 


Chicago Meeting-- The combined meeting of the two Chicago Research Groups was 
held at the home of the John Flynns. It was attended by two N.R.G. members, four 
Nautical Research Society members and two who are members of both. “Among those 
present" were five ship models which got a thorough going over. How would you like 
to sit down with 5 ship models and the men who made them? 


The next meeting will be held at the home of R. T. Shayler, 16 S,Sacramento 
Boul. on April 21st. 
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SHIPS OF THE CHART GRAVER 
by 
Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 


There is much knowledge of the 16th and 17th century ships to be 
gleaned from maps and charts = a source recognized by many authorities, 
but too often overlooked by the amateur, The "chart graver" or maker of 
maps was a versatile fellow with a first-hand knowledge of the ships of 
his own country and not infrequently a seaman in his own right. The 
fact that these charts were copper=-plate engravings is responsible for 
their clearness after several centuries, and modern reproductions of 
them are consequently sharp, and quite easily found in books of discov- 
ery, histories, etc. 


Such books are more accessible to the amateur than are the limited 
and out of print works of such present day authorities as Chatterton, 
Anderson, Esquemaling, and others, and although these authors have made 
frequent use of the "map ships" by way of illustration, there is still 
much to be learned, and the source has not been soueezed dry by any means, 


For example, it is possible to determine the design of the flags 
flown by ships of the period, the leads of braces, type of anchors and 
method of stowing them, shapes of tops, cut of sails and bonnets, ar- 
rangement of cannon and many other features of early ships not always 
available, Real structural detail is of course not usually found in 
such small pictures, but we can determine, for example, whether or not 
a ship of 1596 would have a permanent spritsail topmast. R. C. Anderson 
in his "Rigging of Ships" says that this feature was "officially adopted 
in England in 1618" and he thinks the PRINCE ROYAL had it in 1610. He 
believes that it was in usc somewhat carlicr in a "portable" form, - 
that is, it could be unstepped from the end of the bowsprit, and taken 
on board when not in use, Now there is a Dutch line engraving of the 
capture of Cadiz, reproduced in Chatterton's "Old Ship Prints", which 
shows two deckers flying the English flag and fitted with spritsail top- 
masts, yards, tops, shrouds, and other gear of a very permanent sort, 
and this engraving was made in 1596, twenty-two years before the offi- 
cial adoption of this gear in England. The tops, by the way, are quite 
shallow, in fact, nearly flat, and futtocks are plainly shown, yet at 
this period the deeper "flower=pot" shape of tops is more usual. 


Another common error in today's pictures and model plans is to show 
the deep tops with topmast shrouds and their futtocks in the edge of the 
floor of the top, whereas virtually all the old map ships show the 
shrouds and futtocks on the upper rim of the top, and Visscher's print 
of the English ship WHITE BEAR, very plainly shows these futtocks going 
through the rim and coming down outside of the top, and secured to the 
lower shroud individually with no futtock staff. 


The Jansonius maps from which I traced the little ships are part of 
my own collection, and come from an atlas. These maps are signed and 
dated "Joannes Jansonius 1666", I have seen others by the same engraver 
dated as early as 1635 and as late as 1670. 


There were many other engravers who made prints of ships as well as 
maps, notably Hondius, Wagenaer, De Bry, White, Visscher, Cockson, Hollar, 
Della Bella, Duclaro, Zeeman or Nooms, Mulder, Lescarbot and others too 
numerous to list here, 


% 


SHIPPING FROM MAPS of 1666 


BY THE DUTCH ENGRAVER JOANNES JANSONIUS 
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THE THINKS-I-to-MYSELF 


After the capture of CASTINE in 181, the British came to Bangor with a naval 
and military force and occupied the town, There were seventeen vessels in the harbor 
at the time. One vessel was being built in Bangor and three in Brewer. On threat of 
burning these four vessels on the stocks, the town of Bangor was bonded to the amount 
of $20,000. to deliver them at Castine when launched. The next day, in spite of this 


® 


agreement, they were burned, together with ten other vessels in the stream; the remain= 


ing seven vessels were taken down river. The names of the burned vessels which have 
been preserved are: Brig CARAVAN, Schooners, NEPTUNE'S BARGE, THINKS=-I-TO-MYSELF, 
EUNICE & POLLY, GLADIATOR and THREE BROTHERS; Sloop RANGER, Those carried away were 
the BANGOR PACKET, the schooner OLIVER SPEAR, the schooner HANCOCK, which was retaken, 


the LUCY, which was lost; and ‘the beautiful boat CATO, which could not be recovered', 


- Williamson's History of Maine, The THINKS-I-TO-MYSELF must have been saved; she was 
later reported as a privateer under British colors, in Lockets "History of Camden". 
NOTE: -- The article "Cities of America- Bangor" in the Saturday Evening Post March 
10th, issue on page 92, mentioned the name of this ship only. A ship, with such an 
unusual name deserves a story and Robert B. Applebee found the above story. 


ETCHINGS AND DRYPOINTS 
of Gordon Grant 


One of our members has called our attention to a brochure issued by the Asso- 
ciated American Artists of 711 Fifth Ave., New York 22, li.¥., in which it is stated, - 
"Three years ago, 74 year old Gordon Grant stopped creating etchings and drypoints 
due to eye strain. We prevailed upon him to let us offer his last remaining works to 
our patrons at their original price." 

Since Gordon Grant is one of our best known marine illustrators; a member of 
the Guild; and since there will be no more of his signed etchings available when the 
present supply is exhausted, here is the chance for our members to acquire these val- 
uable etchings from the hand of our most famous marine artist, The Associated Ameri- 
can Artists, 711 Fifth Ave,., New York 22, N.Y., will send the illustrated brochure 
upon request. (Prices from $12.00 to $2.00). 


A Further List of the Maritime Material on File at 
the Vineland Historical Society, Vineland, N. J. 
Contributed by Miss Elena J. Darling, Secretary 


Journal of a Voyage to the Indian Ocean in the Whale Ship AWASHONKS of Falmouth, 
Mass., Ephraim, Master, By Job W. Reeve, Bridgeton, N. J., June 7th, 1844. Back in 
Port Saturday, July 22, 1848. Book 7 x 9", 1" thick; with small sketches on almost 
every page and 12 full page ones, "Whales scattered all through," 

Schooner PEGGY, owner John Chenevard, of Hartford, Conn. About 200 receipts, 
bills, lists of men, wages, letters from the captains, etc., for the voyages of 1802; 
1803; 1804; and 1805. Voyages from St, Croix and Barbados, liention made of sloop 
MARY. 

Outfitting Schooner CAROLINE, first voyage 1801... Brig LUCRETIA, 5th voyage 
to Barbados... Sloop LUCY, stowage from 1813 to 1821... Schooner WILLIAM HAY, bill 
1805... Journal on board bark NASHUA 1857-8... LITTLE JOHN BAKER, cargo list; from 
St. Croix May 26th, 1803... Ship MARY ANN, Cardiff to Wilmington, Del., October 28th, 
1835, report and manifest, Arthur Child, Master and part owner. 

The first section of the Vineland Historical Society's list of nautical papers 
was given in the February, 1950, issue, page 27. 


A note from the report of the New York Meeting: John Shedd showed us a set of 
twenty=odd pen and ink drawings made by a man who sailed many years in schooners. 
These show with wonderfully accurate detail various parts of schooners and different 
kinds of work being done on board. He plans to publish these in book form in the near 
future. It is highly recommended to all members of the Guild, 

F, Thober 
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The Nautical Guild is a non-profit or- ,, 


ganization. The only revenue is from the dues of 
the members. The Nautical Research Journal is 


SECRETARY'S ch published monthly to members only. 
MONTHLY 
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ANNUAL DUES—$5.00 


(All rights reserved) 


1951 is the hth year of the 
Secretary's Letter 
HARRY D. HAMILTON, SECRETARY-TREASURER 15004 EAST GRANADA AVE., 


WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA. U.S.A. 


FROM LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY | 


Ship Biographies - From a letter of Charles F, H, Menges-- I believe rather than 
offer a rehash of already available material with little additional material we could 
find, we would do better to present biographies of comparatively unknown vessels of 
interest for one reason or another or of famous ships about which there is little 
printed material. The story and lines of the DASH are an excellent example of what I 
mean, and the story of Conrad's OTAGO follows along the same policy. 

This policy is, I realize, much more difficult and means that some member or mem= 
bers have to do a lot of intelligent research and, consequently, ‘the finished story 
has to be planned months ahead.= That is, whenever available, But unless we can print 
new material, published material not readily accessible, or sufficient additional mat- 
erial to supplement known material on a worth while basis, I do not feel that we should 


print anything. 
The trouble, of course, in attempting to develop any biography of ships is that 
you never know at the start whether you will get anything or not. On the other hand, 
if one runs across an interesting story about an interesting vessel, or the lines of a 
vessel of interest for one reason or another and works up, not a biography but a short 
article, it is possible that resultant correspondence might work out a fairly complete 
biography. For instance, ~that some one in Maine might go through those logs of the 
DASH and, excerpting the most interesting parts, write a subsequent article on that 
vessel. I wish I could get back there and do it myself. 


Some ideas from John J. Flynn.-— Eye and Short Splices in Three Strand Rigging 
Lines,.-- An eye splice in the end of a three strand rigging line looks very neat and 
can be run in in this manner=- Unlay the strands back far enough so they will be long 
enough to thread in a needle and sew the splice in, Handier to use three needles. 
Make a short splice the same way, 

Suggestion for Dressing up a Model.--. hen seizing the deadeyes to the shrouds 
use #100 white thread. Put the three seizings on and be VERY CAREFUL with the spac- 
ing, use a rule to get the spacing uniform, Just something added and some ships did 
have white seizings, believe they were wire rigged. Have done this and I think it 
looks 0.K. Others may think different. 


From a letter to the Secretary by John M, Minuse.... I hope you have a good 
back log of articles. If not, ask the members for more material, We have data and 
help hidden away in memberst pen points, Exchange of ideas, that is what makes the 
Guild a going venture, 

What an article by Chapelle! And what a generosity by member Charles M, Allan 
for exotic wood. I was very glad to get that article from Thomas Hornsby on the 

@D eather strop for tools, 

I'll bet there is a lot of good stuff in members! heads. Some know so much 

they don't realise how little the rest of us know. 


Crowded out of the Gam Chair ... “Ye wish some of the important topics discussed in the 
Guild "Grape Vine" would be relayed to the Secretary's desk for the benefit of others 
eee. Herbert S. Scott reports only a few registrations for the Guild Ship Model Regis- 
try-- Do you realize how very valuable this will be to the Guild at large?.ee. 
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INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


our member from Down Under, Capt. Harry O'May. Mr. Henderson states that he is 
interested in nautical history especially that of the American naval and mer- 
chant marine and it is small wonder, for Mr. Henderson is author of "Yankee 

Ships in China Seas", which many of us have enjoyed. A new book by Mr, Henderson 
to come in early autumn is "Charles Wilkes; Antarctic Scout.'! -—- A biography of 
Admiral Wilkes, finder and prover of the Antarctic Continent; Pioneer explorer 

in Hawaii and Oregon, etc, This book will also tell us of the h-year Pacific- 
Antarctic Cruise of the first U.S. Navy Exploring Expedition 1838-42, composed 
of Naval officers and civilian scientists. 


e) r. (Mr. Brady's present address is about to be changed). We 
feel well acquainted with Ir. Brady because of the review of his book "Trade with 
the Dark Continent", Mrs. Robotti sends us the following:-- The author of 
COMMERCE & CONQUEST IN EAST AFRICA, is the son of the clergyman-author of a 
half century ago, whose CONQUEST OF THE SOUTHWEST and biographies of John Paul 
Jones, Decatur and Jackson are still read. Graduate of Harvard in Civil Engin- 
eering in 1908, University of Buenos Aires in 191l,- an extensive world traveler, 
stationed in Argentine capital for 36 years, as well as in Philippines and 
Australia. As a civil engineer he has practiced in three continents, was in 
World War I and in World War II represented the American Standards Association 
throughout Latin America, Has three books in Spanish and is currently bringing 
out his “Africa Astir", 


Francis E, Bowker, 13 North St., Rutland, Vermont.-- Mr. Bowker is a friend of Edmund 
Moran of Boston. Mr. Bowker writes -- "During 193 and 1942 I spent most of my 
time in large east coast schooners and have a license as mate in sail, The 
vessel I remember with most affection was the ALVENA. Built in Stockton 1901 - @ 
(if I remember correctly). With the wind about a point forward of the beam, she 
always seemed at her best, She was old, and leaky, when we had to leave her at 
Halifax, N.S., in 1937, too strained to take a load of lumber to Boston. I re= 
cently obtained a copy of a movie film taken aboard the four-master THEILINE, 
while I was mate of her and am anxious to get more such film (16 m.m.) if pos- 
sible. I have quite a few photographs of schooners. 


Daniel M, Henderson, R, D, No, 1, Hampton, N. J. -- Mr. Henderson is a friend of & 


Captain A, S. Oko, P, 0 x 22 nverness ifornia.-- The Captain was formerly 
publisher of "Pacific Skipper" (Pacific Coast yachting field.) and was part 
owner of American and Panamanian ships from ishé to 1949. His special nautical 
interest is early sailing vessels. ‘the captain lives on a hill overlooking the 
Fallerones and Drake's Bay and further states that he is interested in DRAKIANA-- 
anything pertaining to the life and voyages of Sir Francis Drake. 


Addie M, Colman (Mrs, Frank M, Colman), 36 Cornet Stetson Road, P.O. Box 22), 
Greenbush, Mass, We wish we had space to give you all of lirs, Colman's inter- 
esting letter. We give the following excerpts: 

"In later years interest in my husband's grandfather CAPTAIN MOSES RICH COLMAN, 
came about when we acquired drawings and paintings of the clipper ship ASA 
ELDRIDGE, named in honor of the illustrious young Yarmouth, Cape Cod Captain, 
Asa Eldridge, who had commanded the clipper ship RED JACKET, etc, However, 
not until I had access to the letters written by Captain Colman to his wife 
Polly, was I truly awakened to the fact that we, as a family, knew practically 


nothing of Captain Colman's life as a mariner, or of the vessels he sailed and 
owned, 


As there were none of his generation to ask for information, viw vook con- @ 
taining the letters of CAPTAIN MOSES RICH COLMAN, is the result of much research 

and intended to be a tribute to his able seamanship and to place him among the 

clipper ship captains of his day." Note: Mrs. Colmants book, "The Letters of 
Captain Moses Rich Colman" is later reviewed in this issue by Mrs. Robotti, who 
brought the Guild to Mrs, Colman's attention. 
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Adolphe A. Rempp, 4956 Los Feliz Blvd,, Los Angeles 26, Calif.-- Mr. Rempp is intro- 
duced by Ward Keyn. Mr. pp is owner and proprietor of the justly famed THISTLE 


& INN in the Silver Lake district of Los Angeles, and was a merchant marine officer 


during the last war, plying the not so Pacific sealanes for several years, His=~ 
until then= academic interest in the sea became active and lively. He has a formid- 
able collection of antique marine paintings and many rare and costly studies adorn 
the walls of his renowned Inn. Prior to the hostile nature of current events, Mr. 
Rempp had contemplated the purchase of a schooner and a leisurely world cruise of 
indefinite duration; probably sever2l years, Until the possibility of his dream 
cruise becomes reality, he is confining his saltwater activity to enlarging his 
nautical library and marine prints collection, 


From Mrs, Anne Klein-- Discarded Dental Tools-—- "In the January Journal there is an 
article by Henry C, Diefenbach in which he advises the use of discarded dental tools for 
ship modeling. My husband, Dr. Klein, will be pleased to supply anyone writing to him, 
as he has quite a lot of discarded ones that members are welcome to have, If he does 
not have the particular one wanted, he can no doubt easily obtain it from one of his 
colleagues, as I noticed that most dentists have a draver full of discarded instruments, 


NEW APPLICATION FORMS 
The other dzvy we received a letter from F, W. Thober in which he said that there 

must be more than 17 people in the City of New York who are interested in ships, models 
and nautical research. By the same token there must be more than 200 people in these 
United States who are potential members, But the trouble is-- to find them, There is 
no available list for prospects-- they have to be "run down", Our membership is com- 
posed of those who have been recommended by Guild members, Gradually we have increased 
our ranks from our original start of five Founder Members-- our first issue was mailed 
to each other, We have had great encouragement recently by the addition of many new 
members, Expenses are mounting -- detail is increasing and we need more 5 dollars to 

@ reach our goal for better and larger issues. Please make the month of May a "National 
Guild Month", In this issue you will find the new application form-- Please put it to 
work, — and we have more of them, 


QUERIES 

Query No. 11 = An 1863 Bill of Sale describes a vessel as "Single-decked with a square 
stern, and roundhouses forward and aft't, What was meant by the term "Roundhouse" 
in the year 1863? 

Query No. 142 - Is there a model of the COLUMBIA made by alter Simmonds in any West 
Coast Museum? 

Query No. 143 = Old Village Green Cannon -- Edwin N. Rich writes = "I would suggest 
that any member who goes near one of those old cannon on the village green or old 
forts, etc., should photograph them and get what information they can about them-- 


I am willing to pay for the print and so far have a good collection of many in 
various places," 


MEETING OF THE NEW YORK GROUP OF THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 
A somewhat different type of program was arranged for our March 2th meeting -- a 
visit to the marine room of the Museum of the City of New York. Our visit here proved 
to be most interesting. The museum has a fine collection of models of sailing vessels, 
mainly of the cighteenth and nineteenth centuries, These include rigged models, hull 
‘ models, and half models of a wide variety of types, ranging from ships-of-the-line to 
yachts and other small craft. Of particular interest are several contemporary models 
of the eighteenth century men of war and a number of the excellent models made by Percy 
Ashley. The general level of the exhibits is very high. In addition to the models, 
there are paintings, figureheads, and various other relics of the days of sail, We 
were fortunate in having with us Mr. Everett Clark, Executive Secretary of the museum, 
@ and Guild members Gordon Grant and Albert Parsons, who were able to give us a lot of 
informative comments on the models. 
Later we went down to the Seamen's Institute where we had the usual good dinner ‘ 
and informal discussion of the customary wide variety of nautical subjects, 
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SOURCES OF PHOTOGRAPHS OF SAILING VESSELS 

This list of sources of photographs of sailing vessels was planned to aid our 
many Guild collectors, At this time we list in many cases names only with no details 
as to eras, type or price, therefore this list will be considered as a preliminary 
effort to be further detailed, Please complete the job and give us further informa- 
tion which will be published as it is received. 

There was duplication of some names in the lists and the one with the most in- 
formation was selected, The classification as given by Mr, F, W. Thober will be used 
and enlarged as required, to include other categories, 


Members of the Guild who are Sources of Sailing Ship Pictures 


John Anderson <2 Carola W. Paine 
41 Adams St,, Falkirk, Scotland, 113 E. 55th St., New York 22, N.Ye 
J. Ferrel Colton -3-)-5 Caravan Book Service 
P.O. Box 601, Flagstaff, Arizona 148-30 - 86th Ave., Jamaica 2, N.Y. 
Mariners! Museum - John L,. Lochhead Society for the Preservation of New 
Newport News, Va. England Antiquities -1-2-9 
Dr, Jurgen Meyer (See March 1951 Journal) 141 Cambridge St., Boston, Mass. 
Graf-Spee- St. 15, Kiel, Germany. The Stebbins List 
Kenneth Clyde Jenkins -3-h-6 Capt. Harry O'May ~6-10 
2030 - 8th Ave., Oakland, 84, Calif. Elouera, Bellerive, 


Hobart, Tasmania, 
We have the following from iir. Jenkins-- Exclusive Ilarine Photography, No list 
available at this time, Catalogue No. 1 being prepared. Individual requests for 


Specific ships accepted, Guild members may send their individual want lists if they 
desire. 


From W. Thober 
Note: The figures after each name indicate types of vessels according to the follow- 
ing table. These are from my own contacts and may not be complete in all cases. 


1. U. S. square-riggers, 19th Century 6. Foreign square-riggers, 19th Century 


2. U. S. and Canadian schooners, 7. British coasting vessels 

Atlantic Coast 8. Scandinavian Baltic & North Sea Vessels 
3. U. S. square-riggers, Pacific Coast 9. U.S, and Canadian fishing schooners 
4. U. Se Schooners, Pacific Coast 10. U.S. Whaling vessels 


5. Foreign square riggers = 20th Century. 


Capt. Lloyd H. Bayers, P.O. Box 306, Juneau, Alaska, 

Francis E, Bowker ~-2, 13 North St., Extension, Rutland, Vt. 

Hans Breuer, Speersert,16, Hamburg, Germany. 

Robert H, Burgess -2, Mariners Museum, Newport News, Va, 

Otis N. E. Card, P. 0. Box 408, Bath, Me. 

Carl Christensen -3-, 1449 Pine St., Eureka, California, 

Edward S, Clark, 200 East 66th St., New York, N.Y. 

Richard M, Cookson -5, 9 Maynard St., Preston, Lancs,., England, 
(numberous good shots of most of Erikson's ships) 

Capt. A.J. Currie -2, M.V. Sea Queen, 17 Log Row, Glace Bay, N.S. 

(very large collection) 


Douglas Photo Shop -1=2, Bath, Me. (very fine photos,mostly of Bath vessels when new). 


Harry Dring 3-4, P. 0. Box 463, Aberdeen, Washington. 
J. Dyson 5-6, Harvey, ‘lest Australia 


Arthur D. Edwardes 1-3-6, 108 Sydney St., Glenunga, South Australia (large collection, 


exceptionally high quality) 
B. & A. Feilden, 38 Walmer Road, Southport, Lancs., England 
William C, Harris ~1-2-6, 2 Caledonian Cottages, King St., Cheltenham, England, 
(Large collection of good photos) 
Sydney C. Heal 5-6, "Sydbrycol", Saughall Massie Rd,, West Kirby, Cheshire, England, 
Healey's Photo Shop 1-2, Demariscotta, Me. 
C, R. Hoffman, Southampton Docks, Southampton, England, 


® 
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Sources of Photographs of Sailing Vessels (cont'd) 


Gordon P, Jones 3-, 138 North 80th St., Seattle, Washington. 
Frank W. Kelly -2, 696 Columbia Road, Boston, Mass. 


Marine Photo Shop 3=lj-6, 107 Colman Dock, 


Seattle, Washington. 


Rosamond Meyer -3, 1215 Ocean Ave., Santa Monica, California. 

Carl Muller & Son, Hochallee 64, Hamburg, 13, Germany. 

Nautical Photo Agency~]-2-5-6-7—8, Beccles, Suffolk, England, 
(Very large collection, variable quality) 

Smithsonian Institution -1-2-3-l-9, Washington, D. C. 

Giles M, S. Tod -2-5, 128 Marlboro St., Boston, Mass, 


Andrew Willis -2, Box 75, Westwood, Mass. 


From F, N. Williams 


Real Photographs Co., Ltd., 
Victoria House, Southport, 
Lancashire, England. 
J.» Adamson & Son, 
23 Argyle St., Rotheway 
Brown, Son & Ferguson, Ltde, 
52-58 Darnley St., Glasgow, S.1, 
Scotland. (Color Prints only) 
James A. Tyson 
51 Empire St., Rm. 319, 
Providence, R. I. (Prints only) 
Alfred W. Paine, 
Carola W, Paine, Successor, 
113 East 55th St., New York 22, N.Y. 
(prints only) 
Invicta Photo Agency, 
13 Antrobus Road, London W.4, Eng. 
The Trident 
130 Leadenhall St., London, E.C.3, 
England, (Jack Spurling Prints) 
Williamson's Marine Salon, 
81 Marion St. Viaduct, Seattle,Wash, 


Conway Barker 

491) Alamo Drive, Galveston, Texas. 

(Fine Color Prints) 

F. M. O'Brien, Bookseller, 

668 Congress St., Portland, Me. 

(Old prints and maps) 

Grahame Hardy 

E. Ste, Oakland, California 
Foto E. Mioni 

Piazza Della Borsa 15, Trieste. 
Gabriel Moulin, 

181 Second St., San Francisco, Calif. 
JosephS. Martin, 

14 Jenny Lind St., New Bedford, Mass. 
Frederic Lewis, 

36 West th St., New York 18, N. Ye 
Kent Hitchcock, 

619 Via Lido Sound, Lido Isle, 

Newport Beach, California 
We C, Sawyer 

2423 Echo Park Aves, 

Los Angeles 26, California 


From Kenneth Clyde Jenkins 


Mr. Charles S, Truhan in the Bronx, N.Y. 


has the Levick Sailing Ship Plates and 
wants $2.00 for an 8"x10", (Please 
send address). 


Morton-Waters Co., -1=3, 133 Kearney St., 


San Francisco, Calif. This collection 

comprises over 500 photographs of sail- 
ing vessels prior to World War II, Dur- 
ing that period their index was greatly 
increased by means of the purchase from 
firms forced out of business. (Princi- 
pally the famous Swadley collection.) 


Nautical Photo Agency, Montague House, 


Northgate, Beccles, Suffolk, England, 
One of the largest known collections of 
Sailing vessels. 


Real Photographs Co. Ltd., Victoria House, 


Southport, Lancs., England, All types 
of craft, including Sailing vessels, 


Brown, Son & Ferguson, Ltd., 52-58 Darnley 


St., Glasgow, S.I., Scotland. Colour 
Prints of Sailing Vessels. 


Mr. R. li. Cookson, 9 Maynard St., Preston, 
Lancs., England, Is a collector, and has 
many fine photos of Sailing Vessels. 

Mr. Sydney C. Heal, "Barden" Column Road, 
West Kirby, Cheshire, England. another 
collector, 

Mr. Herbert R. Fitch, of San Diego, Calif., 
took some fine shots of square-riggers 
around 1890. Ships photographed include 
BIG BUNANZA, FERDINAND FISCHER and SIERRA 
ESTRELIA and others, Because of ill 
health he has had to give up the photo- 
graphic business and his negatives have 
been taken over by the Union Title Ins. 
Co., 1028 Second Ave., San Diego, Calif. 

Mr. Grahame Hardy, 2046 E. Oak- 
land, California, Is a book dealer and 
publisher, Those interested in ship 
photos should write him ATTN. Mr. Graves, 
as Mr. Graves and his partner, a Mr. 
Pennington, have uncovered a raft of old 
glass ship plates recently. 
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Sources of Photographs of Sailing Vessels (cont'd) 
From Willis L. Nye 


ALLEN'S, 238 Market St., San Francisco, SWISS WATCHMAKER, 48 Market Street, San 
Calif, Pictures of old sailing ships Francisco, California. This store has 
and modern warships are for sale. The many fine photos of square riggers, 
warship prints are fair and sell for barques, steam schooners for sale at 
“1.25 each. Good size, The sailing ship 50 cents each. Most are good photos. 
prints are okeh and guess they sell the 
same, 


Letter to the Secretary from Andrew J. Nesdale. - "I am of course familiar with the 
Stebbins negatives, but of far greater interest to sailing ship men is the negative 
collection at the Feabody Museum. They have some of the Stebbins plates as well as 
other sources but their greatest treasure is the Luke Collection. Luke worked in the 
Bath shipyards and apparently managed to get down to New York and Boston frequently 
during the '80s and '90s to take sailing ship photos. I do not know how many plates 
the Peabody Museum have of his, but believe they are in the hundreds and generally of 
excellent quality. 

Secretary's Note: Dr. Berenson sends —-=- The Parker Gallery, 2 Albemarle St., London 
1, England (Prints). 


ANSWERS TO QUERIES 

Answer to Query No. 137 of Allan M. Saunders, by Harold F. Rayl, — RED JACKET, "Grey- 
hounds of the Sea" etc. etc. "Greyhounds of the Sea" = Cutler, contains three 
excellent views of a half-model of her. "Clipper Ships of America and Great 
Britain" - LaGrange, has some information on her and also a very small drawing 
of her lines, noted as being drawn from Hall's report. So evidently Hall's report 
of shipping, etc., contains her lines, "The Clipper Ship Era" - Clark, has a 
picture of her. I have a calendar reproduction of ‘lynyard Higzinson's painting 
of her. However, I do not knov whether the details shown are authentic. 

Answer to Query No. 137 by Thomas Hornsby gives the following: The U.S. Nautical 
Magazine, Vol. IV, June 1856, contains the profile, half breadths,bodyplans of 
the RED JACKET. No sail plan but list of spar dimensions is included. Currier 
and Ives published a color print of her from which additional details may be 
picked off, Would be interested in the deck plans myself. 


Answer to Query No. 140 of Allan M, Saunders by Thomas Hornsby== The grain of skin 
side should be outside, after glueing. Might mention that the carvers used to 
make small scratch cuts across the face of the leather to help retain the crocus. 


Answer to Query in March Gam Chair of John J. Flynn by John Lyman-- Carving the nunm- 
ber on the main beam was not merely a custom; it was a statutory. requirement. 
By 8 & 9 Victoria, Chapter 89, enacted in 1845, "the true amount of the register 
tonnage of every...ship...shall be deeply carved or cut, in figures at least three 
inches in length, on her main beam, 

The Merchant Shipping Act of 185), which set up the present system of tonnage 
admeasurement (moorsom system), provided that "the number denoting the register 
tonnage...and the number of her certificate of registry, must be deeply carved or 
otherwise permanently marked on her main beam, and must be so continued; and if it 
at any time cease to be so continued, such ship is no longer to be recognized as 
a British Ship." 

Carrying out this act, it was decreed that existing vessels would also be as-= 
Signed numbers; that no two vessels would have the same number; and that the num- . 
ber once assigned would be carried by the vessel throughout her career, regardless 
of changes of name or home port. By 1 May 1855, all British vessels were numbere 
in accordance with this act. : @ 

A similar regulation for American ships was adopted by act of Congress on 28 
July 1866 and incorporated in the Revised Statutes, Section 4177. This provision 
is still in effect as 46 U.S. Code 45, and there is a $30. fine for violating it. 

So, as a specific answer to the question whether sailing vessels had the offi- 
cial number on the main beam, the answer is yes in Britain after 185) and in the 
USA after 1866. 


ER 
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Answer to Query No. ‘130 of John Shedd by F. W. Thober=- Chapelle's History of American 
Sailing Ships has the lines and sail plan of the QUEEN OF THE WEST. 

Answer to Query No. 129 of John Anderson by F. W. Thober=-— Pictures of the NORDEN by 
Mr. Thober will be sent to Mr. John Anderson. These were taken in New York in 
1936, showing deck, rigging, wheel and broadside at the wharf, 

Query by Winston Langdon with answer by F,. W. Thober-=- 76110 JTQB Bgn. JOHN D. 
SPRECKLES 266 tons, built 1880 San Francisco-- so listed in MVUS for 1895 and 
190 which are the only lists I have, I am rather positive that about 1912 or 
1913 I saw a three-masted schooner JOHN D. SPRECKLES in the cod fishing fleet. 
Could you look her up and see whether the brigantine was re-rigged some time 
after 190? 

Reply by F. W. Thober-- The brigantine and the schooner are apparently the same vessel. 
She is listed in Merchant Vessels to and including 1904 as a brigantine, and from 
1905 to 1913 as a schooner, all other particulars remaining the same. The Record 
of American and Foreign Shipping, however, continues to list her as a brig up un- 
til 1912. She was lost March 29, 1913 as a result of a collisionoff Point Reyes 
with the British S.S. STATESMAN, Lloyd's for 1910 lists her as a three masted 
schooner. All three registers spell her name as JOHN D. SPRECKELS. (Both query 
and answer were given for the benefit of others). 

Answer to Query No. 138 of Kenneth Clyde Jenkins by John Lyman-- DOLPHIN SHELL was 
built Port Glasgow 1897 of steel by W. Hamilton as the 1989 ton bark HAYTOR,. Later 
named EARMOUNT and then DOLEDARN CASTLE, she was made into a tanker by the Anglo- 
Saxon Petroleum Co, in March 1918, with hot-bulb diesel auxiliary engines. She 
was scrapped in Japan in 1931. 

Answer to Query No. 119 of Thomas Hornsby by Winston Langdon=-- CARNEGIE. Have you 
seen picture in Motor Boating August 1947 showing binnacle, wheel, davit, boom 
crutch as well as the vessel under sail. Am expecting a picture of CARNEGIE from 
England but doubt it will show the detail you want. Have you tried Carnegie Insti- 
tution? Would like to have their address if known to you, 


CAPTAIN MOSES RICH COLMAN 
Letters of a Yankee Clipper Ship Captain - 
Addie Cushing Colman 
A Review by Frances Diane Robotti 


Captain Moses Rich Colman, Master Mariner, of a long line of shipbuilders and 
sailors, had the good fortune to be born in the maritime town of Scituate, Massa- 
chusetts, in whose Briggs Yard was built in 1773 the famous COLUMBIA, first merchant- 
man to carry the American flag around the world. The North River which divides Marsh- 
field from Scituate, was once called the “river of a thousand ships", Before rising 
to command of the beautiful clipper ship ASA ELDRIDGE, Captain Colman received his 
training as commander of the coastwise schooner MANSON, 93 tons from 182 to 188, 
which plied between Boston and Fredericksburg before being shipwrecked. His next 
command was the Brig ABRAM from 1848 to 1850. A hermaphrodite brig of 158 tons, the 
ABRAM sailed to Curacao and as far away as to Holland. By 1850, which technically 
marks the beginning of the decade of the clipper ship, Captain Colman had expanded 
his shipping interests by investing in a new Brig, the 165 ton SARAH built for him 
by Barstow and Waterman of Scituate. From 1854 to 1857, he was in command at last 
of a three masted vessel of 260 0/95 tons, the Bark SARAH. Next to the clipper, this 
was every good sailor's dream, 

Captain Colman was 50 years old when he rose to the command of the ASA ELDRIDGE, 
one of the last clipper ships to be built by E. & H. 0. Briggs of South Boston. This 
medium clipper ship had rounding stern, two decks and three masts. Length 191 feet, 
k"sbreadth 36" 4"; depth 25', tonnage 1178 24/95. Her keel was 183 feet, dead rize 
15", swell of sides 12", For a ffigurehead she had a bust of the well-known packet 
commander after whom she was named. His life was lost the year before in the Steam 
ship PACIFIC, W. F. Weld & Co. of Boston operated her in trade with San Francisco 
and the East Indies until 1873 found her sold to Liverpool, England, for’ 7,000 pounds & 
renamed the NORFOLK. Although measuring only 1,187 tons, the ASA ELDRIDGE brought 
out to the Gold Rush city a cargo of 2,550 tons and drew 21 feet 8" of water. Thus 
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deeply laden she made the voyage from New York in 123 days around Cape Horn, contain- 
ing in her hold everything of use to the California coastal community ~ food, clothing, 
building material, agricultural implements, wagons, soap, starch, wine, liquor, tobac- 
co, candles, books, boots and shoes. It was the Gold Rush which brought into being & 
the fast traveling clippers, In 1847 when captains raced their vessels to reach the 
glittering fields, freight rates ran as high as $60. a ton, but by 1857 the year of 
the ASA ELDRIDGE's maiden voyage, rates dropped to $10, due to the financial depres- 
sion which continued after the Civil War. Upon reaching the west coast, Capt. Colman 
was obliged to swallow his pride and accept sea bird guano, high in phosphates, for 

a return cargo, necessitating his going to the Chincha Islands off the coast of Peru 
for three dismal months of loading. 

Mrs. Colman has skillfully compiled his letters from sea to his wife, presenting 
the letters in his own words and spelling. Here is the life unveiled of a typical 
Yankee Mariner in the days when New England's shipping was worldwide. It reveals a 
family man, concerned with the affairs of his ship and trade, and yet worried about 
his wife Polly "in travail" at home and about the education and welfare of his 
daughters and sons, and finances to support the household in his long enforced ab- 
sences from home. About 1860 the lordly clippers succumbed to the Civil War's Con- 
federate raiders, depression, and the inroads of the steamers, The book has a pe- 
culiar value in that it takes us right into the captain's cabin in a more-than=per- 
sonal log of his problems, thoughts and experiences. To anyone with salt in his 
veins, it will prove of interest. To the Colmans and Watermans and other descendants 
of the Scituate builders of ships and those who commanded them, the work is precious. 
An addition to any shelf on salt water books. $3.50 , 30 ilkus. 119 pages. No index. 
Cloth. Distributed by Mrs. Frank Colman, Box 221, Greenbush, Mass, 


The "Guild Grapevine" is a "method of relaying information that can 
not be had through the regular channels", More and more evidence of 
the great worth of our roster and the introduction of newmembers is @ 


brought to us almost daily. This feature of the Guild is difficult to 
impress upon prospects and new members, The'Guild Grapevine" is a part 
of the Journal. Long distance friendships have been established. In- 
formation has been sought and given with a three cent stamp. It is the 
greatest asset of the Guild.... Whale ship modelers attention--The Sec- 
retary would like to have the names and pictures and pertinent details 
of scale, etc., of all whalers modeled by Guild members-- Also send a 
photo which will be returned, if you wish, but send the name of the 
whale ship you have modeled anyway-- Do not confuse this request with 
the Guild Ship Model Registry-- We need a census of Guild halers at this time... 
Yes, Captain Leighton Robinson and his Lady paid us a good visit-- We got the 
answers to our many questions about ships, rigging, passages and men which we have 
been storing up for a long time-- The Captain plans to call on our London members.... 
Charles M, Allan took us to Hollywood to see a private collection of sailor made half 
models and ship paintings--- There were about ten antique models which made a sincere 
impression-- It is true that some of them were not "to scale" and were 2 bit heavy 
handed, but when one remembers the conditions under which they were made and compares 
the work shop of a sailor at sea with our rigs, jigs and gadgets, he can fully appre- 
ciate the work of the seagoing model maker. The oil painting of sky and sea and their 
painted wooden sails gave us a respect for the sailor model maker, and his jack knife... 
Change the spelling of the last name of Andrew J. Nesdale and also the ship of which . 
he wanted information was the ABNER COBURN, which reminds us that in 1930 we gave a . 
belaying pin from the ABNER COBURN to the Bay State Ship Modeler!s Club- Boston, to be 
used as a gavel... The postcard from our typist was as much a surprise to us as it 
was to you... Since our increase in members we are pretty busy, but we will get 
around to your letter soon,... John J. Flynn reports that he is receiving some items 
for the Chronological Tables....Queries through 1950 and up to the April issue which 
have not been answered may be entered again for publication.,..There are a lot of com- 
plaints about our third class postage, but you can send us 17=3¢ stamps and your issue 
will be mailed first class starting May for the balance of the year. 


Harry D. Hamilton 
Date of Mailing 4/6/51. 
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